# 




^vjssar 8 ^ United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



[ APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/757,342 


01/09/2001 


Andrew Rodney Ferlitsch 


SLA 0323 


8145 



27518 7590 04/22/2004 

SHARP LABORATORIES OF AMERICA 
5750 NW PACIFIC RIM BLVD 
CAMAS, WA 98607 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN BA, PAUL H 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2176 

DATE MAILED: 04/22/2004 



1 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



t 

Offire Art inn Summarv 

Vllfvv ^vCIVil Will i f f f f d# If 


Application No. 

09/757,342 


Applicant(s) jV 
FERLITSCHETAL \ 


Examiner 
Paul Nguyen-Ba 


Art Unit 

2176 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 May 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Notice to Applicant 



1 . This action is responsive to Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed 
on May 6, 2003. 

2. Claims 1-26 have been considered. Claims 1, 13, 18, 19, 25, and 26 are independent 
claims. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 3-5, 7-9, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kreitman et al. ("Kreitman"), U.S. Patent No. 5,303,388. 

Independent Claim 1 

Kreitman discloses a method for manipulating computer documents through the use of an 
icon in a graphical user interface operating on a computing device comprising a display, a 
processing unit and an input device (see Abstract), said method comprising: 

displaying an icon on said display, wherein said icon represents a document (col. 1 , lines 

11-17), said icon comprising 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
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at least one three-dimensional object image (see Figs. 3-1 OB), representing at 
least one document page (col. 3, lines 37-60 — ► icon depicts an object such as a 
program, file, or document, etc.), each of said at least one object images having at 
least one edge (see Figs. 3-1 OB; col. 4, lines 43-45), and 
at least one active region on each of said object images, said active region 
capable of activating a function in response to user input through said input 
device (col. 6, lines 1-5; see Fig. 7 — > "front face" is the active region of the 3D 
icon); and 

activating a document manipulation function in response to a user input on said at least 
one active region (Abstract; col. 3, lines 37-60— ► selecting the image representing the 
program, file, or document by an input device activates the function). 
Claim 3 

Kreitman further discloses the method wherein said three-dimensional object image 
comprises a reduced image of said document page (see Figs, 3-9B; col. 3, lines 45-60 — ► reduced 
image corresponds to the type of object being represented by the icon). 

Claims 4, 5, 7, and 15 

Kreitman further discloses the method wherein said three-dimensional object image 
comprises a page image (i.e. "face" of. the icon cube) comprising descriptive portions of said 
document page and a page image displayable from each object image, said page image 
displaying recognizable elements of a document page represented by the object image to which 
said page image is associated (col. 4, lines 14-26 — ► a face of the icon can comprise a description 
of the application program used to create the text document represented by the image; the faces 
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of the icon comprise display information about the object, such as its size, its creator, appropriate 
copyright and patent notices, the last date on which document was modified, etc.). 
Claims 8 and 9 

Kreitman further discloses the method wherein said three-dimensional object image 
comprises a page image (i.e. "face") comprising a document and page property sheet (col. 4, 
lines 14-26 — ► the faces of the icon comprises display information about the object, such as its 
size, its creator, appropriate copyright and patent notices, the last date on which document was 
modified, etc.). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2, 10-12, 14, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kreitman et al. ("Kreitman"), U.S. Patent No. 5,303,388, in view of Hahn et al. ("Hahn"), 
U.S. Patent No. 5,751,287. 

Claims 2 and 14 

Kreitman discloses the method of using a menu bar capable of activating a function in 
response to user input (col. 4, lines 51-66 et seq.) with respect to claim 1 discussed above, but 
does not specifically disclose the method wherein said icon further comprises at least one tab 
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having at least one active tab region capable of activating a function in response to user input 
through said input device. 

However, Hahn discloses folder documents with icons comprising label tabs having at 
least one active tab region capable of activating a function in response to user input through said 
input device (see Abstract and Figs. 10-12B; col.) for the purpose of providing a graphical user 
interface that presents the user with an easy and efficient system for manipulating and organizing 
documents in a computer system (col. 2, lines 43-45). 

Since Kreitman and Hahn are both from the same field of endeavor, the purposes 
disclosed by Hahn would have been recognized in the pertinent art of Kreitman. It would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the teaching of Kreitman with the teachings of Hahn to include label tabs having at least 
one active tab region capable of activating a function in response to user input through said 
input device for the purpose of providing a graphical user interface that presents the user with 
an easy and efficient system for manipulating and organizing documents in a computer system. 
Claim 10 

Kreitman discloses the method for manipulating computer documents through the use of 
an icon in a graphical user interface with respect to claim 1 discussed above, but does not 
specifically disclose method wherein said icon further comprises a print setting sheet. 

However, Hahn discloses a print setting sheet (see Figs. 13A and 13B; col. 10, lines 7-34) 
for the purpose of providing a graphical user interface that presents the user with an easy and 
efficient system for printing documents in a computer system. 
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It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of Kreitman with the teachings of Hahn to include 
a print setting sheet (see Figs. 13 A and 13B; col. 10, lines 7-34) for the purpose of providing a 
graphical user interface that presents the user with an easy and efficient system for printing 
documents in a computer system. 

Claims 11, 12, and 17 

Kreitman does not specifically disclose the methods wherein said icon further comprises 
page scrolling functionality and wherein said icon further comprises the ability to represent a 
plurality of page ranges with independent scrolling controls. 

However, Hahn discloses page scrolling functionality with the ability to represent a 
plurality of page ranges with independent scrolling controls (see Figs. 4, 10, 16) for the purpose 
of providing a graphical user interface that presents the user with an easy and efficient system for 
manipulating and organizing documents in a computer system. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of Kreitman with the teachings of Hahn to include 
page scrolling functionality with the ability to represent a plurality of page ranges with 
independent scrolling controls (see Figs. 4, 10, 16) for the purpose of providing a graphical user 
interface that presents the user with an easy and efficient system for manipulating and organizing 
documents in a computer system. 

Claim 16 

Kreitman does not specifically disclose the method of wherein said page images may be 
dragged and dropped to effectuate document page manipulation functions. 
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However, Hahn discloses the method wherein icons, folders, images, etc. may be dragged 
and dropped (col. 11, lines 1-18 et seq.) for the purpose of providing a graphical user interface 
that presents the user with an easy and efficient system for manipulating and organizing 
documents in a computer system. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of Kreitman with the teachings of Hahn to include 
the method wherein icons, folders, images, etc. may be dragged and dropped for the purpose of 
providing a graphical user interface that presents the user with an easy and efficient system for 
manipulating and organizing documents in a computer system. 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kreitman et al. 
("Kreitman"), U.S. Patent No. 5,303,388, in view of Microsoft ® Windows NT. version 4.0 
("Microsoft"), © 1981-1999 Microsoft Corp. 

Claim 6 

Kreitman further discloses the method wherein said three-dimensional object image 
comprises a page image (i.e. "face") comprising a document and page property sheet (col. 4, 
lines 14-26 -» the faces of the icon comprises display information about the object, such as its 
size, its creator, appropriate copyright and patent notices, the last date on which document was 
modified, etc.), but does not specifically disclose a summary of information contained on said 
document page. 
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However, Microsoft discloses a summary of information contained on a document page 
(pg. 4) for the purpose of providing a graphical user interface that presents the user with an easy 
and efficient system for accessing information regarding documents in a computer system. 

Since Kreitman and Microsoft are both from the same field of endeavor, the purposes 
disclosed by Microsoft would have been recognized in the pertinent art of Kreitman. It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the teaching of Kreitman with the teachings of Microsoft to include a summary of 
information contained on a document page (pg. 4) for the purpose of providing a graphical user 
interface that presents the user with an easy and efficient system for accessing information 
regarding documents in a computer system. 

8. Claims 13, 18, 19, 22, 25, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kreitman et al. ("Kreitman"), U.S. Patent No. 5,303,388, in view of Lucas et 
al. ("Lucas"), U.S. Patent No. 5,905,992. 

Independent Claims 13, 18, 19, 25, and 26 and Claim 22 

Kreitman disclose a method, apparatus, computer-readable medium, and computer data 
signal for manipulating computer documents through the use of an icon in a graphical user 
interface operating on a computing device comprising a display, a processing unit and an input 
device (see Abstract, Summary, and col. 2, lines 65 etseg.) with respect to independent claim 1 
above. Kreitman further discloses displaying a function bar proximal to said series of object 
images wherein said object images, said page images and said function bar comprise active 
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regions which activate functions upon user input (Figs. 6 and 7; col. 4, lines 51-66 et seq. — > 
menu bar is in proximity to the object images and is an active region). 

Kreitman does not specifically disclose a series of three-dimensional object images 
having a face and at least one edge, said images being arranged in overlapping, adjacent, 
successive order wherein portions of each of said edges are visible while said object images are 
arranged in said order, each of said object images representing a page in a document. 

However, Lucas discloses a document display system such that documents are arranged 
in overlapping, adjacent, successive order along a strand path wherein portions of each of said 
edges are visible while said object images are arranged in said order, each of said object images 
representing a page in a document and wherein multiple sets of edges are arranged to represent 
multiple page ranges of a document (see Abstract and Figs. 1-3) for the purpose of allowing 
users to easily manipulate documents in an environment like the real world of the desktop, where 
documents are not hidden inside containers (col. 1, lines 36-40). 

Since Kreitman and Lucas are both from the same field of endeavor, the purposes 
disclosed by Lucas would have been recognized in the pertinent art of Kreitman. It would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the teaching of Kreitman with the teachings of Lucas to include images arranged in 
overlapping, adjacent, successive order along a strand path wherein portions of each of said 
edges are visible while said object images are arranged in said order, each of said object images 
representing a page in a document for the purpose of allowing users to easily manipulate 
documents in an environment like the real world of the desktop, where documents are not hidden 
inside containers. 
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9. Claims 20, 21, 23, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kreitman et al. ("Kreitman"), U.S. Patent No. 5,303,388, in view of Lucas et al. ("Lucas"), U.S. 
Patent No. 5,905,992, in further view of Hahn et al. ("Hahn"), U.S. Patent No. 5,751,287. 

Claims 20 and 21 

Kreitman, in view of Lucas, does not specifically disclose the apparatus comprising a 
scroll object image and slidable scroll bar for scrolling document pages into representation by 
said object images. 

However, Hahn discloses page scrolling functionality with a slidable scroll bar and scroll 
object image (see Figs. 4, 10, 16) for the purpose of providing a graphical user interface that 
presents the user with an easy and efficient system for manipulating and organizing documents in 
a computer system. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of Kreitman with the teachings of Hahn to include 
scroll object image and slidable scroll bar for scrolling document pages into representation by 
said object images for the purpose of providing a graphical user interface that presents the user 
with an easy and efficient system for manipulating and organizing documents in a computer 
system. 

Claim 23 

Kreitman discloses the apparatus of claim 19 further comprising page images (i.e. "faces" 
of the icon cube) related to each of said object image edges, said page images representing a 
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page of said document which is represented by the corresponding object image (col. 4, lines 14- 
26 — ► a face of the icon can comprise a description of the application program used to create the 
text document represented by the image; the faces of the icon comprise display information 
about the object, such as its size, its creator, appropriate copyright and patent notices, the last 
date on which document was modified, etc.). 
Claim 24 

Kreitman, does not specifically disclose the apparatus of claim 23 wherein said page 
images may be arranged in an adjacent series configuration. 

However, Lucas discloses a document display system such that documents are arranged 
in overlapping, adjacent, successive order along a strand path wherein portions of each of said 
edges are visible while said object images are arranged in said order, each of said object images 
representing a page in a document and wherein multiple sets of edges are arranged to represent 
multiple page ranges of a document (see Abstract and Figs. 1-3) for the purpose of allowing 
users to easily manipulate documents in an environment like the real world of the desktop, where 
documents are not hidden inside containers (col. 1, lines 36-40). 

Since Kreitman and Lucas are both from the same field of endeavor, the purposes 
disclosed by Lucas would have been recognized in the pertinent art of Kreitman. It would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the teaching of Kreitman with the teachings of Lucas to include images arranged in 
overlapping, adjacent, successive order along a strand path wherein portions of each of said 
edges are visible while said object images are arranged in said order, each of said object images 
representing a page in a document for the purpose of allowing users to easily manipulate 
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documents in an environment like the real world of the desktop, where documents are not hidden 
inside containers. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. 

5,678,015 Issued on October 14, 1997 Goh 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul Nguyen-Ba whose telephone number is (703) 305-8776. 
The examiner can normally be reached from 10 am - 6:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (703) 305-9792. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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